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HONOLULU, HAWAII.
Aloha CouncilChair Martin andmembersof the HonoluluCity Council,

The Coalitionfor aTobacco-FreeHawaii (Coalition)stronglysupportsBill 28. The Coalitionfor
aTobaccoFreeHawaii (Coalition) is an independentorganizationin Hawai’i whoworks to
reducetobaccousethrougheducation,policy andadvocacy.Ourorganizationis anonprofit
organizationwith over 100 memberorganizationsand2,000advocatesthatwork to createa
healthyHawaii throughcomprehensivetobaccopreventionandcontrol efforts.

The dangersof smokingandsecondhandsmokearewell-known.The U.S.SurgeonGeneral,in
2010,notesthatanylevel of exposureto secondhandsmokeis dangerousandcanbeharmful.
Bus stopsoftenattractlargenumbersof people,andcommutershavelimited opportunitiesto
avoid secondhandsmokein theseareas.Growingscientific evidenceshowsthat secondhand
smokehasa harmfuleffect on air quality in someoutdoorsettings. Studieshaveshownthat
whenpeopleare in closeproximity to eachother,the levelsof exposureto secondhandsmoke
canbe comparableto secondhandsmokelevelsmeasuredwithin enclosedspaces. The
Coalitionstronglysupportsthis effort in orderto protectthe healthof all peoplein public spaces.

The Coalitionlooksforwardto working with our city andstategovernmentalagencies,including
TheBus,the Departmentof Health,the HonoluluPoliceDepartment,andanyotherstakeholders,
to ensurea successfulimplementationof thisnewpolicy.

Thankyou for the opportunityto testify.

Annie Hollis, PublicHealthPolicy & AdvocacyDirector
Coalitionfor aTobacco-FreeHawaii

‘Global SmokefreePartnership.(2009).“The TrendTowardSmokefreeOutdoorAreas.”Accessedfrom
http://www.clobalsrnokefree.com/~zsp/resources/recurso.php?id=225onMay 6,2013.
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